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Unity of the DIVINE ESSENCE. 


Elucidated by the Expreſs Teſtimony of / 
DIVINE REVELATION. 


Hear, O Jad, the L ORD nad > 


75 Us there is but one 6 O D. 1 Cor. viii. 6 


There are Three that bear Record in PREY the F TY 
the Word, and the ey G _ And theſe Three are 
One. . Es h x  Jokin: N I. 
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IN what is bert preſented, the Author has ta- 
ken all poſſible Care to adapt his Setitiments. 
and Expreſſions to the moſt explicit Senſe of holy 
Scripture, taking the ſame for his fole, being the 
only infallible, Guide, without conſulting any but 
the divmely inſpired Pen-men eon the important 
Subject, or * 1 uſe of any Metaphylical Curio- 
ſities for its Elucidation. In the plaineſt, eaſieſt, 

and moſt intelligible Method, that his Under- 
ſtanding was enabled to condeive, has he purſu'd 
the ſacred Track there marked out before him. 
And therefore, will the Omiſſion of any learned 
an to ſolve the Difficulties that might 
+ ſeem, to YE upon the E ee plead = 
its own Excuſe. 

In what is here done, the common Chriſtian, 
tis humbly preſumed, may be thoroughly fur- 
niſhed with Reafons and Arguments the moſt evin- 
cive and forcible for the.Eſtabliſhment and Defence 
of his Faith in tits fundsthental Article of divine 
Religion, the Urfity And Trinity of the God-head, 
as in the Light f divine Verity ſo conſpicuouſly 
diſplay'd. , if ay inte Whoſe Hands it may 
come, ſhall receive 10 ſpiritual Benefit by the 
Peruſal, to the divine Three-One, therein aſſerted 
and proctaimed, let the Praife be wholly afcribed, 
2 is the Performance itſelf, by the humble Per- 
fomer. 
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TRIUNE GOD, * 


HA T Gad i is, or mes there | is One, Eter- 
| nal, Self. exiſtent, ent BEING, 
I poſſeſlng i in bimlelf ui thle Perfedti- | 

DO ons, in which his ſole Joh licity conſiſts ; 

who gave Being to all Things beſide himſelf that 

now are, Which have all 5 Exiſtence in and 
their neceſſary Dependence on him that made 
them, as their univerſal Cauſe ; and that this God 
eſſentially conſider d, is but one, himſelf, as his 
neceſſary Exiſtence argues, hein ery Way 
boundleſs, and therefore from the fame Neceſſity, 
the great Boundary of all Things ; 1$ . only the 
expreſs Language of divine Revelation, contain- 
ed in the Scrjptures of Truth, where he moſt 
clearly and eminently makes himſelf known, but 
what even all the divine Works, Suns a2 anſwer- 
able Teſtimony of him, loudly proc ene } 
as their ſole divine Author, their univerſal Fr 
witneſſes to, and all their regular Motions oo. | 

_ vocally celebrate: Of which the royal Plalmiſt 
takes ſuch pious Motive, and makes ſuch in- 

e Uſe, P/al. 15 1.6. correſpondent to 
which is the Apoſtolic Indicstian, Kam. 1. 1H; 


155 W * notwithſtanding the Darkneſs of the 
human Intellect, ala thro che Fall of hur 


man 


. 

man Nature, introducing among the Gentile 
Nations ſuch various Kinds of Idolatry, with 
which the Apoſtle charges them in the fore-cited 
Rom. 1. 21.— as frequently the Prophets before; 
the ſame obtaining even among the more Intelli- 
gent and Polite, as the Egyprians and Chaldeans 
of more ancient Date, and afterwards the Greeks 
and Romans, that made no ſmall Boaſts of Learn- 

ing and Wiſdom ; whoſe Stupidity, even almoſt 

to Brutality, amidſt all their human Accompliſh- 

ments, in which they ſo much prided themſelves, 
appeared in their ſetting up ſuch vaſt Numbers 
of helpleſs Idols, and paying them ſuch devout _ 
Adoration, many of them under the moſt deſpi- 

| _ cable, as well as indecent, and monſtrous Figures, 
with the moſt barbarous and horrid Rites of - 
Worſhippings, which are ſo frequently reprehend- 

ed and derided in the ſacred Writings : Where is 
mention of their Gods many, conſidered of a ſu- 
perior Order, and Lords many, in a more ſubor- 

dinate Degree, regarded as the Mediums of their 

_ Addreſs, to thoſe higher Objects of their Ado- 

ration, as they are ſtiled, 1 Cor. 8. 5. how dif- 
ferently ſoever in different Regions denominated : 

Yet we find one Supreme, under the Title of 

Zeus, or Fupiter, by which, 1n the later Ages of 

| Paganiſm, he has uſually been denoted, as the 

= Father both of Gods and Men, to have been ac- 
= knowledged with a more peculiar, and tranſcendent 

= Veneration ; arguing the Notion of the Unity 
of the God-head not to have been entirely oblite- 

rated under ſuch the Vanity, and groſly miſtaken 

Apprehenſions of Mankind, in fo depraved and 

degenerate a State, into which human Nature 
.=- | was then ſo generally fallen: Such the Oneneſs 
= - of God being indeed no leſs evident, where Rea- 
b e, by. en 
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ſon bears any due Sway, than is even the very 
Exiſtence of a divine Being, and of which even 
the very Light of Nature in Men has extorted 
frequent Confeſſions, amidſt all the Polytheiſms 
under the Darkneſs that formerly ſhaded the 
Pagan World. 
Under the former Dif penſation the only true God 
made himſelf known, as ſuch, by the moſt ſignifi- 
cant, evincive and memorable Proofs, not only to 
his choſen People Iſrael, but, withal, to the ſeveral 
Nations among whom the Fame of his wondrous 
Deeds, performed on their Behalf, was ſpread ; 
which rendered his Name fo dreadful to them, 
as himſelf by the Prophet Malachi, Ch. 1. ver. 
14. declares, by whom he was fear'd and reve- 
renc'd, even where Idols were adored, ſo far I mean, 
as to have an awful Reſpect, with Honour paid 
him, and not to be treated with ſuch Contempt 
and Ridicule, as were thoſe Idols by his own 
People, as well as by himſelf ; which the Idola- 


ters had been ſufficiently inſtructed, by ſo ma- 


ny ſignal Inſtances of his infinitely ſuperior Power, 


was their Wiſdom as they regarded their own _ 


55 Safety; to forbear. 

Cod as what has now been offer'd argues the 
God of Hrael to be the only true God, which 
he fo frequently, yea, in the Whole of the Re- 
velation he makes of himſelf to them, chailenges 

to himſelf, and conſequently the Unity or Oneneſs 
of the Godhead, ſo is it very obſervable, that 
e that Revelation, we no where find 
any Conteſt or Controverſy to have riſen be- 
tween Hrael, or Iſrael's God, and the idolatrous 
Nations, or their Idols, Whether there were any 
God or no; that being ſtill taken for granted, 
and allow'd as the common Sentiment of Man- 
kind, not e the leaſt rational Diſpute, 


or 


+ 6 | 
or any manner of Heſitation, the ſame being fo 
clearly and fully evinc'd by all the Works of 
Nature, both in their divine Formation and Gu- 
bernation ; no, nor whether the God of 1/#ael 


were truly God, and a great One, which the 
 Adverſaries, having by ſuch ſenſible Experiments, 
to their Coſt, thus found him, would not pre- 
ſume to deny; but only whether there were 


a Plurality of Gods, or more Gods than one ; 


5 * that being determin'd in the Negative, the 


Argument moſt naturally, yea, moſt neceſſarily 
muſt conclude for the God of 1jrael, the Proofs 
of his Godhead, fo very demonſtrative, being 
ſo frequently, ſo conſpicuoufly ſet to View. And 
indeed, . Proofs of his Gadhead, as naturally, 
as neceſſarily conclude, there can be no other 
God, for that he vindicates that Title ſolely tg 
himſelf, as his own peculiar Property, 00G 


incommunicable to any other, and in which he 


will admit of no Partner. By the Title GOD, 
is here intended the ſame as is connected with 


the Name JEHOVAH, denoting his Ever-ex- 


iſtence, without Succeſhon or Alteration, accord- 


ing to that by which he made himſelf Known 


in the Miſſion of Moſes to the //rael:e5, [ AM, 
including his WAS and WILL BE, in the! incom- 


municable Name JEHOVAH comprehended. 


And here is it likewiſe obſervable, that the 
many pretended Deities worſhipp'd by the fe- 
veral Nations of the World in the Times of 


Pagan Darkneſs, yea, even by one and the {ame 


People, were never underſtood to have claim'd 


that divine Attribute, with the Honours proper 
thereof, folely any particular Idol to himſelf, as 
does the only true God; but were contented 
to ſhare the ſame with ck other, which the 
true God would never in the leaſt allow to "but : 
ut 


£43 


but himſelf, to whom alone he challenges the 
Whole. No, nor would he ever accept of an 
Worſhip or Adoration paid him where any Gol 
beſide himſelf was acknowledg'd, or even where 
any figurative Repreſentations were made of him; 
which as Symbols of Idolatry, himſelf had * 
expreſly forbidden; yea, tho' himſelf only was 
regarded as the Object of the intended Devo- 
tion; which was pretended by the ten Tribes, 
conſtituting the Kingdom of J1/ael, under Je- 
 roboam, in Diſtinction from that of Judah, ad- 
5 hering to the Houſe of David, which worſhip- 
Ping of Hruel's God, by that Jeroboam ſet up, 
5 under ſuch a brutal Form of the Golden Calves, 
'd in Dan and Bethel, was no leſs deteſ- 
bref to him, than the more groſs Idolatry of 
the cireumjacent Nations in the Adoration of 
their ſeveral falſe Gods, fo frequently exclaim'd 
ngainſt, with ſuch Fearful Denunciations of di- 
vine Vengeance, in the ſacred * Wri- 
And as the erecting of Ii; and propaga- 
ting Idolatry in the World, manifeſtly appears, 
Þy all the ſeveral Inſtances of its Riſe and Pro- 
Preſs that have come to our Knowledge, to 
ome been the Invention of that arch infernal 
Enemy to God and Man, Satan; ſo, to himſelf, 
under whatever Names the Idols of the ſeveral 
Pagan Nations bore, was the Worſhip addreſt 
40 them, perform'd, as the Apoſtle, under a 
divine Inſpiration, and indeed, on the moſt ra- 
tional Principles, aſſerts, 1 Cor. 10. 20. which ſeems 
to refer to that of Moſes, Deut. 32. 17. the 
Anſwer of which the Title that great Adver- 


S * 1 Kings Ch. 12. 15 * 2 Chi. 11. 3. Hof. 10. 5 
Ck. 13 hag | 


ſary 


(4) 


"a bears, as the Prince and God of this fallen 
World, in ſuch its State of Darkneſs and De- 
luſion, preſents us with: Who, by his ſubtile 
Wiles, even as at firſt, impoſing on Mankind, 
gain'd ſuch an Empire over them, as to rival 
his divine Sovereign of the Homage their Re- 
lation to him as Creatures to their Creator makes 
his rightful Claim of them. The politic Ad- 
verſary very well underſtood, even from thoſe 
natural Notions that are ſo generally predomi- 
nant with Men, and almoſt impoſſible to be to- 
tally eras'd, it would not be ſo eaſy to per- 
ſuade them into abſolute Atheiſm , and both his 
Pride, by which he at firſt fell, and, as far as 
poſſible, to revenge himſelf on his divine Maker 
and Sovereign for the juſt Puniſhment of his 
Rebellion againſt him, might prompt him to ſuch 
a Seduction of Mankind from the due Adora- 
tion of him as their Author, that the ſame 


might be ſacrilegiouſly transfer'd to himſelf their 


Deſtroyer, being not inſenſible how ſecure he 
would then be of them, no leſs than as if they 

acknowledg'd no God at all. : 
When our bleſſed Saviour appear'd in the 
World at his Incarnation, all thoſe miraculous 
divine Operations, by which the God" of 1ſrael, 
in favour of that his Elect People, had ſet forth 
ſuch eminent and moſt convincive Proofs of his 


| ſole Divinity, as the only true God, were far- 


ther improv'd by thoſe no leſs evincive Teſti- 
monies our Lord himſelf gave thereto in the 
Miracles he wrought, confirming the Doctrine 


he taught, to the Deſtruction of the Works, 


together with the uſurped Empire of the grand 
Impoſtor, by himſelf dethron'd. Whoſe ido- 
latrous Temples ; with all the ſuperſtitious and 
abominable Cerenionies therein perform'd, as the 


Chriſtian 7 


| 1 

Chriſtian Religion made its Way in the World, 
ſpeedily went to wreck; his fallacious Ora- 
cles being ſtruck dumb by the evangelic 


Sound of divine Verity, calling Men to the 


Knowledge and Acknowledgment of the only 


true God, the great Jehovah, (whence the Name 


of the Pagan Jupiter, or Jove, ſeems to have been 
| borrow'd) and fo, as it had in facred “ Prophecy 
been divinely foreteld, were the Idols aboliſh'd ; 
 hunger-ſtarv'd (the Oblations that had us'd to 


be made them by their deluded Votaries now 


_ ceaſing) the falſe Gods of the Earth became, 


and he by whom all Things were made, and are 
ſuſtain'd, ador'd and celebrated as God alone, 

being thus univerſally exalted, that divine Reli- 
gion ſo miraculouſly obtaining where - ever it came, 
even againſt all the utmoſt Force the World 


it ſelf, together with its infernal Prince and God, 
could poſſibly raiſe to obſtruct its Progreſs, de- 
monſtratively arguing a Power infinitely ſupe- 
rior to both, engag'd in its Support and De- 


fence; which thus aſſerting the Deity exerting 
it, as the one true God, God alone, no Place 


for any other God can ever be found. | 
Here then each divine Diſpenſation ſo clearly, 
ſo entirely, ſo fully and perfectly agreeing in the 


concurrent Teſtimony given to the God of Iſrael. 
as expreſt, Deut. 6. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 


our God is one Lord, [JEHOVAH] and both at- 
_ teſted by ſuch infallible and inconteſtible Proofs ; 
the ſame being alſo concluſive from all the uner- 
ring Principles of right Reaſon, ſo neceſſarily con- 


ſequential thereon, that there is a God, and can 


be but one, in the Notion of which, Infinity is 


included, many Infinites being incompatible ; the 


„ Taj. 2. 18. Zeph. . 


B | Con- 


| 
if 
| 
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Notion of any divine Bei 
and in whom they might ſafely truſt. 


to him, did the A 


. 
Coneluſion u on the whole is moſt certain, and 
therefore ſtedfaſtly to be held, in the Words of 


the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8. 3, 6. before cited, that how- 
ever there may have been, or any where be, de- 


nominated Gods many, yet to us there is (as in 
Reality there can be no more) but one God, of 
whom are all things, even the ſame that is ſo fre- 


quently ftil'd the God of Jrael, his former pecu- 


liar People, as of the holy Patriarchs their Proge- 
Nor otherwiſe, that is, ſuppoſing a Plurality of 


Gods, could the human Mind, or indeed any. 
created Spirit, ever find its proper Repoſe, but 
would be ever fluctuating in Anxiety and Diſtreſs, 


as at an eternal Loſs for the Center of its Being, 


not knowing where to fix; the Notion of many 
Gods, as concurrent Cauſes or Originals of its Ex- 
iſtence, between which its devout Regards muſt 
be divided, involving ſuch Perplexities, as would 
render it perpetually diſtracted in itſelf, and no 
where ſuffer it to reſt, much the ſame as if it un- 


derſtood there were no God at all in whom to con- 
fide. And fo would the Conſequence of Polythe- 
iſm be much the ſame as down-right Atheiſm. Such 
the Apoſtle repreſents the State of the Gentile 


World to have been in Paganiſm, Eph. 2. 12. as 
_ deſtitute of Hope, being without God, [.] A- 
theiſts; not as acknowledging no God at all, ac- 


cording to the modern Senſe of the Word, but as 
ignorant of the only true God; which ſet them in 
much the ſame Condition as if they had no 
g to have Care of them, 

Of this the only true God, being ignorantly 
worſhip'd by the learned Athenians, to whom, as 
a God unknown, they inſcrib'd an Altar erected 
poſile in his Converſation with 


1 


them give Teſtimony as ſuch, confirming that 


which had been given by ſome of their own Poets, 
who being out ſole Author, as of all things elſe, 
muſt be the alone proper Reſt and Center of an 


intelligent Nature, by which he effectually con- 
futed their vain Superſtition in the worſhipping of 
Ifely ſo 


any other God, which could not but be 
And of what Importance ſuch the right Know- 


ledge of this only true God, or the Unity of the 


Godhead, is in the Concerns of human Felicity, to 


which 'tis fo eſſentially neceſſary, does, upon what 


has now been offer d, together with the univerſal 
Teſtimony that one true God has given of him - 


ſelf relating to Mankind, manifeſtly appear; 
for which therefore the ſame divine Teſtimony, 
with which we are prefented in all the divine 


Works of Nature, and eſpecially in the divine 


Word of Scripture, where the infinite Perfections 
of their divine Author, in thoſe Works difplay'd, 
are more clearly and intelligibly to be diſcern'd, 


| ſhould be duly conſulted, and diligently obferv'd 
by us, as the fole Regulator of our Sentiments 


concerning him, and Conduct toward him, that ſq 
we may be truly and eternally happy in the En- 
joyment of his Favour, in which our fole Felicity, 


as the proper End of our Being, together with his 
own Glory, thence reſulting, conſiſts. 


The TRINITY of divine Perſons, in the UNITY 


of the Godbead, is now to be attended. 


'Tho' the Unity of the Godhead, or Oneneſs of 
the divine Eſſence, is ſo manifeſtly apparent from 
all the Proofs of a divine Being, yet does that af- 


ford no rational Argument againſt a Plurality of 
divine Perſons in that Eſſence ſubſiſting, the ſame 


B 2 


being 


j 
| 
| 
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being © evinc'd by the Teſtimony of divine Reve- 

as > 
Here, indeed the mere Light of Nature, (at leaft 
in my own Underſtanding) can furniſh us with no 
proper Aſſiſtance in our Diſquiſitions, for the ma- 
king any real Diſcovery, and therefore muſt Re- 
courſe, in the whole Enquiry, neceſſarily be had to 
the expreſs Revelation of the divine Word in the 
holy Scriptures. Whence it may reaſonably be 
concluded, that Plato, with other divine Philoſo- 
phers among the Gentiles, deriv'd the Notion of 
three [n-beings in the Godhead, as likewiſe thoſe 
ſublime Sentiments that ſometimes occur in their 
Writings concerning the Godhead itſelf. Of which 
this Uſe on the preſent Argument may be made : 
That their Judgments form'd by the Light of Na- 
_ture, as the general Guide , .of their Speculations, 
did not conceive any Irrationality or Abſurdity in 
thoſe tranſcendent Points of Doctrine in the Scrip- 
ture Revelation of the divine Counſels contain'd, 
not otherwiſe than in ſome Method of ſupernatu- 
ral Diſcovery to be known ; which the mere Light 
of Nature itſelf gave them no ſufficient Notice of, 
to direct or excite their Search concerning them; 
which muſt therefore, for all the Aſſiſtance, or 
even Intimations that could ever afford them, in 
order to the Attainment | ſtill moo been conceal d 
from them. * | 
The Old Teſtament, 'tis true, (of ach "SY 8 
Books, the Jews, among whom thoſe more illumi- 
nated Philoſophers are underſtood to have been 
converſant, were the Guardians) is more obſcure. 
as to the great Myſtery of the Trinity ; yet is not 
without expreſs Mention of the divine Perſons in 
the Godhead, under the ſame diſtinct perſonal 
Properties, and Characteriſtics of divine Relation 
to each other, as are ſo frequent in the New; 
where 


! 
where the ſame divine Myſtery muſt neceſſarily 
be allow'd to be much more clearly explain'd. 
And worthy is it withal to be noted, how fre- 
quently the ſame new Teſtament Revelation, where 
a perſonal Diſtinction in the Godhead is ſo very 
expreſs, refers to the Old, as the original there 
tranſcrib'd and explain'd. a 
That there's a divine Perſon in the Godhead, 
diſtinct as to Perſonality from the Father, ſtil'd in 
old Teſtament Language, as well as frequently in 
the new, the SON, even of him by whom he is 
thus denominated, is very expreſs in Pſal. 2. 7, 
12. Where the Father himſelf beſpeaks him under 
that filial Character of divine Relation, and re- 
quires the Subjection of Men as ſuch to him. 
This is cited and apply'd, Ats 13. 33. with re- 
ference to his New-begetting at his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, by which that his filial divine 
Relation was ſo powerfully declar'd, as Rom. 1. 
Under which Title of Son, with the Adjunct of 
only-begotten, he is ſo frequently denoted in the 
evangelic Writings, and his proper Divinity, in 
an Equality, Sameneſs, or Oneneſs with the Father, 
likewiſe aſſerted, Phil. 2.6. Jobn 10. 30. The 
Proofs of which being the ſame with thoſe of the 
| Exiſtence of a divine Being, or that there is a God; 


| even the Formation and Suſtentation of all things 


created, attributed to him, like as to the Father; 
in whoſe divine Form, and the expreſs Image of 
whoſe divine Perſon, he is repreſented to be, and 
aaa” ay to all things with him, Phil. 2. 6. Heb. 

3. Jobn 1. 1.—4. Ver. 10. Col. 1. 19.1. On 


kN os 1 deſign not here to enlarge, the diſtin 


Perſonality in the Godhead being only my preſent 
Intention. 
Then, as tothe hol v Spirit, we find him frequently 
denoted under that diſtinguiſh'd Character: my each 
ivine 
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divine Teſtament, in which a perſonal Diſtinction 


is no leſs manifeſt. Thus, with regard to the 
firſt Creation, his divine Operation is particularly 


remark'd in what is ſaid of his moving on the 
Face of the Waters, Gen. 1. 2. Of whom alſo there 
is ſuch expreſs Mention reſpecting the Conduct of 


the Jſraclites by the Miniſtry of Moſes, in perſonal 


Diſtinction from him, whoſe Spirit, with the Epi- 


thet of holy he is faid to be. And what is more 
eſpecially remarkable in the preſent Argument, 
is his being ſo emphatically denoted relating to the 
Unction and Accompliſhments of our bleſſed Sa- 


viour, as become incarnate, in order to the actual 
Execution of his Mediatorial Office, to which he 


was divinely ordain'd, Jai. 11. 1.3. Ch. 42. 1— 


Gr. 1. Of whom ſuch frequent Promiſe in ſacred 
Prophecy is likewiſe made reſpecting his Church 
under the preſent evangelic Diſpenſation, to which 
there are ſuch frequent References in New Teſta- 


ment Record. „ VV 
Concerning the Formation of Man, the laſt of 


the divine Works of Creation, containing an Epi- 
tomy of the Whole, we have this Account given 


us in the Mofaic Hiſtory, diſtin&t from what is 


there notic'd concerning its ſeveral other precedent 


Parts ; with regard to which, God faid, LET 


THEM BE, and accordingly they were, but here, 
LET US MAKE MAN, in OUR Image, after 
OUR Likeneſs, Ger. 1. 26. Where the Plural is 
us'd, tho', in the following Verſe, declaring the 


Performance, the Singular is again aſſum'd. So 


God made Man in his own Image, &c. plainly de- 


- oting a Plurality of divine Perfons in a Unity of 


divine Effence and Operation. To which anſwers 


Eccleſ. 12. 1. Remember now thy Creator 


( Borericha] * Creators, the like Plural being there 


TPM, a , creavit. 
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us'd, tho' with the ſame ſingular Regard as to the 
Unity of the divine Eſſence, or Oneneſs of the 
Godhead, in which a Plurality of divine Perſons is 
conſider'd as exiſting. So, preparatory to the di- 
vine Miſſion of the Prophet Jai. Ch. 6. ver. 8. he. 

| hears the Voice of Jehovah, whoſe glorious Ma- 
jeſty he had in Viſion beheld, enquiring, whom 
_ thall I ſend? in the Singular; and then, who 
will go for US? in the Plural: Which Variation 
of the Pronoun, from the Singular I, to the Plu- 
ral US, is not without its proper Signification. 
And what other can it ſignifie, to make any thing 
intelligible of it, than this; that tho' God is ONE 
in Eſſence; yet MANY in Perſon, even the divine 
THREE, denoted under the relative Characters 
of Father, Son, and holy Spirit, by which the tri- 
une Godhead in the Scripture Revelation is made 
Preluding to our bleſſed Saviour's future Incar- 
nation, by the actual Aſſumption of human Na- 
ture, we find him ſeveral Times to have appear'd 
in a human Form or Likeneſs under the former 
Diſpenſation. In that to Abraham, of which we 
read, Gen. 18. he was attended by two created 
Angels, who were divinely miſhon'd, as in the 
following Ch. to Lot in Sodom, for the ſparing of 
which City from the Deſtruction threatened, Abra- 
Bam makes Interceſſion with him, under the divine 
Title of JEHOVAH ; who ſeems to be conſider'd 
as the more immediate Executioner of divine Ven- 
geance on that, with the other impious Cities of 
* Plain; tho' by the Miniſtry of the foreſaid 
Angels, that reſcu'd righteous Lot from the im- 
pending Ruin. For thus we read, Ch. 19. 24. 
The Lord [JEHOVAH] rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah, (including that whole Region 
-alike divinely deſtin'd for the crying Abominati- 


Ons 
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ons therein committed) Brimſtone and Fire from 
the Lord [JEHOVAH] out of Heaven. Where 
a plain Diſtinction of divine Perſons, tho' under 
the ſame divine Nominate, JEHOVAH, tranſ- 
lated LORD, ſeems to be indicated. _ 
In the Account given us of his appearing to 
Moſes, amidſt the burning Buſh, unconſum'd, 
Exod. 3. 2.--he is ſtil'd both the Angel of the Lord, 
and the Lord [JEHOVAH] himſelf; together with 
the Title of God, even the God of the holy Pa- 
triarchs, which he aſſumes to himſelf : of whom 


there is afterwards ſuch ſignal Notice taken, as 


the Angel divinely promis'd Moſes for his Guide 
and Guard, in the Conduct of his People Jrael, 
thro' the Wilderneſs, Ch. 23.20.--23.where the Lord 
_ declares his Name, even the ſame divine Name 
 TEHOVAH, to be in him, as the Reaſon of thoſe. 
devout Regards which are there requir'd to be paid 
him. The ſame being the Angel of his Preſence, 
that is denoted as their Saviour from the Dangers 
threatning them during ſuch their wandring State, 
in the fore-cited Jai. 63. g.--where has alſo been 
before conſider'd the expreſs Mention of the holy 
Spirit, relating to ſuch the Conduct of the ſame 


People. Now as an Oneneſs in Eſſence of this An- 


gel Conductor, with him that appointed him to 
ſuch the Conduct of the choſen Tribes, is neceſ- 
ſarily ſuppos'd in his bearing the ſame divine 
Name, and being anſwerably ſtil'd the Patriarchs 
God; ſo is there a no leſs manifeſt perſonal Diſ- 
tinction imply'd in the Title of Angel, or Meſ- 
| ſenger, as the Word ANGEL ſignifie, plainly 
denoting him to be another as to Perfon from him 
by whom he was thus appointed, promis'd and 
ſent. EPI n HR DON. 2 
By his Mediation it was that Moſes receiv'd all 
his divine Inſtructions, together with the Law 
| | ; '-7. > "oven 


„ 
given forth on Mount Sinai, relating to the Go- 
vernment of the People committed to his Charge, 
of which the Martyr Stephen, in his Apology be- 
fore the Jewiſh Council, takes ſuch ſpecial Notice, 
As J. 38. 5 5 
So, upon their entring into the promis'd Land, 
he appear'd to Joſhua, Moſes Succeſſor in the Con- 
duct of the I/raeliles, in a military Form, as the 
Captain of the Lord's Hoſt, which was the Title 
he aſſum'd, 7of. 5. 19.--which hkewiſe indicates 
the ſame perſonal Diſtinction as before, the Con- 
nection of its Anſwer, Heb. 2. 10. alſo evincing 
the ſame, being ftiPd the Captain of their Salva- 
tion, whom God had appointed him to bring to 
JJ )))) 
The actual Incarnation of the Son of God, our 
Saviour, is likewiſe moſt clearly evincive of ſuch 
a perſonal Diſtinction in the Godhead, as the ſame 
was both aſſur'd and explain'd by the Angel Ga- 
Briel to the Virgin Mother of our Lord, Luke 1. 33. 
where, having foretold her, Ver. 30.32. of the 
high Favour ſhe had found with God, in ſo very 
ſignal an Inſtance of Honour divinely done her, as 
to become the Mother of his only begotten Son, 
appointed for the Salvation of Men, as the Name 
Jeſus, divinely given him, was to denote; whom 
ſhe ſhould conceive and bring forth, to which Son, 
of the Higheſt the Lord God would give the 
Throne of his Father David (from whom, accord- 
ing to his Humanity, he was to deſcend) with a 
perpetual Empire, upon the bleſſed Virgin's ob- 
Jecting her Virginity, arguing its natural Impoſ- 
ſibility, he informs her of the ſupernatural Method 
in which it ſhould be effected, by the holy Ghoſt's 
coming on her, and the Power of the Higheſt's 
overſhadowing her; which he thus concludes, 
therefore alſo that holy Thing which ſhall be bee 
5 B35 ͤĩ — © 
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of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. With 
which compare the Hiſtory of our Lord's Nativi- 
ty; given us in Matt. 1. 18.—and the divine Pre- 
dictions concerning it, referr'd to in both, Jai. 7. 
14. Ch. 9. 6, 7. Here then muſt the Word 
- GOD, whoſe Son our Lord is declar'd to be, ne- 
ceſſarily be underſtood to intend the divine Perſon 
of the Father, as another in Perſonality from him- 
ſelf, who is ſaid, in regard to ſuch the Incarnation 

of the Son, in the Fulneſs of Time to have ſent 
him forth made of a Woman, Gal. 4. 4. The 
Formation of whoſe human Nature in the Womb 
of his Virgin- Mother, is evidently repreſented to 
have been by the miraculous immediate Operation 
of the holy Spirit, as a diſtinct divine Perſon from 
the Father and the Son. Not then did the Father 
or holy Spirit, but only the divine Perſon of the 
Son, aſſume human Nature in hypoſtatical Union, 
who thus alone, in this wondrous Tranſaction, be- 
came incarnate. And as the Perſonality of ſuch 


the Son is without Diſpute, ſo is it very manifeſt, 


from the evangelic Deſcription of the Order and 
Manner of his Incarnation, that he took not his 
Perſonality from his aſſumed human Nature, but 

_ perſonally pre-exiſted ſuch its Aſſumption, being 

the WORD or SON (which Terms in Scripture 
Language concerning him are convertible) prior to 
his being made Fleſh, John 1. 1.--14. Nor had that 
Part of human Nature which our Lord aſſum'd any 
proper Subſiſtence from the Time of its divine 
Formation but in perſonal Union with the Son of 
God; by the Aſſumption of which, there was in- 
deed another Nature added to the Perſon, but no 
Addition made to the Perſonality, that being ſtill 
complete. In both Natures, *tis true, is he con- 
ſider'd the Son of God; yet is the Sonſhip but 
one, as is the Perſon. Nor can he in any proper 
e Senſe 
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Senſe at all be term'd the Son of God, or God be 


ſtil'd his Father (which fo frequently occurs in new 


Teſtament Phraſe) without a perſonal Diſtinction 


between the one and the other; tho' the divine 


Eſſence of both, as likewiſe of the holy Spirit, has 


been evinc'd to be the ſame, undiſtinguiſh'd, in 
either. 8 


And then if we trace this incarnate Son of 


God thro' the ſeveral Parts of his mediatorial 


Conduct, as thus become, ſuch a perſonal Diſ- 
tinction in the whole of its Procedure will 
every way appear. Thus the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 


2. 5. diſtinctly ſpeaks of one God, and one Me- 


diator between God and Man, even the Man 


Chriſt Jeſus: Whom he alſo, 1 Cor. 8. 6. terms 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all Things, 
and we by him, in Diſtinction from the one 
God under the Title of Father, by Chriſtians 
 acknowledg'd, of whom all Things are, and we 


in him; oppos'd to the Gods many, and Lords 
many, ſo call'd, of which he makes mention in 


the preceding Ver. as by the Pagan World ador'd, 


from whom the Chriſtian Church is thus diſtin- 


gui d. 


The moſt ſolemn Declaration, or (as it may 


not improperly be term'd) Inauguration of our 


bleſſed Lord, under his facred prophetic Cha- 


racter of Meſſias, making him manifeſt as ſuch 
in his mediatorial Capacity, with a moſt ſignal 
Diſplay of a Trinity of divine Perſons in the 
_ Godhead, was at his Baptiſm; the Son in his aſ- 
ſumed human Nature being baptiz d; the Fa- 
ther giving Teſtimony to him, and of him, by 


an audible, articulate Voice, emitted from the 
opening Heavens, under that high diſtinguiſh'd 


Character of filial divine Relation, with his deareſt 


t 

; 

; 
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Complacence in him; and the holy Spirit ſealing 
the ſame by a viſible Deſcent and reſting on him 
in the Likeneſs of a Dove, by which he was made 
known to the holy Baptiſt his Fore- runner, who 
bear record of him accordingly ; of which all the 


Evangeliſts take ſuch memorable Notice, as Mat. 


3. 15—179. Mark 1. 10, 11. Luke 3.21, 22. Fobn 
I. 29—24. the whole anſwering to the prophetic 
Indications concerning him, in the fore-cited Jai. 
%% àwA 8 
In the enſuing Courſe of his Miniſtry, our 
Lord aſſerts and approves himſelf the Father's 

righteous Servant, whoſe Will, as the Original 
of his divine Miſſion, and not his own, i. e. other- 
wiſe than in Subordination to that of the Father, 

he came to fulfil ; whoſe Miſſionary he declar'd _ 
himſelf to be; to whom, therefore, he referr'd 
both the divine Doctrine he taught, and Mi- 
racles he wrought; whoſe Glory in all he ſought; 
ſtill (with regard to ſuch his mediatorial Capa- 
city, as executed in his aſſumed human Nature) 


giving the Preference to the Father as his Su- 
perior, even when (as in his divine Perſon con- 


ſider'd) he claims an Equality with him. In 
which alſo he is not ſilent concerning the holy 

Spirit's Efficiency, both as to his Doctrine ag 
Miracles“; and takes particular Notice of the 


Sin or Blaſphemy againſt him, with which his 


malicious Ad verſaries were chargeable, in attri- 
buting his miraculous Operations to diabolical 
Influence, as irremiſſible both in the preſent and 
future World 9. N )) 
And how frequently do we find him in Acts 
of Devotion, eſpecially in pious Addreſſes to the 


* John 6. 63. Mat. 12. 28. + Mat. 2. 31. 


| Father , 


L 21 1 
Father, upon Occaſions offer'd ? to whom he 
committed the Care of his Diſciples when 
about to depart from them; and pour'd out 
ſtrong Cries to him in the Garden the Night 
before his mortal Paſſion on the Croſs ; of whoſe 
forſaking him, when there offer'd a bleeding Sa- 
crifice for his People's Sins, he expreſſes ſuch 
a dolorous Senſe, yet, in the Concluſion, placedly 
reſigns his human Spirit into his paternal Hands. 
And the Father's Agency, and his own Patiency, 
ſo frequently and emphatically deſcrib'd, both in 
prophetic and new Teſtament Scripture, relat- 
ing to his meritorious Sufferings and Death, muſt 
neceſſarily, and that moſt evidently denote a perſo- 
nal Diſtinction between the Agent and the Patient. 
As likewiſe his following Reſurrection from the 
Dead; his Aſcenſion to Glory, and Seſſion at the 
Father' s Right Hand, with his high Exaltation there, 
being all conſider'd as the Diſpoſition made of him 
by the Father, who conferr'd on him ſuch ſupe- 
rior Honour, and veſted him with ſuch ſupreme 
and univerſal Authority over all the Works of 
his Hands, the final Act of which will be his 
: judging the World at the laſt Day; which be- 
ing completed, he will deliver up the Kingdom 
of ſuch his mediatorial Sway to the Father: 

How demonſtratively is a perſonal Diſtinction 
between them hereby argu'd? 

Our bleſſed Saviour, under the Chinn of 
his filial divine Relation, as the only begotten 
Son, is ſaid by Jobn Baptiſt to be in the Boſom 
of the Father, whom, becoming incarnate, he 
declar'd, Fobn 1. 18. This he did, more fully 
than he had ever before been, eſpecially under 
that paternal Character, by thoſe Parts of his 
Mediation, of which I have already given ſuch 
brief, yet ſignificant, Hints, and made ſuch evin· 


cive 
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cive . on the preſent Argument. With re- 
gard to his Incarnation, does he ſpeak of him- 
ſelf as come forth from the Father into the 
World; leaving which, as having accompliſh'd 
the End of his divine Miſſion, he was to _ 
his Return to him, John 16. 28. But then, t 
aſſure his faithful Followers that he would nt 
leave them comfortleſs, as they apprehended they 
ſhould be at his Departure from them, he pro- 
mis'd to ſend them another Comforter, that ſhould 
perpetually remain with them, which would be 
far more advantageous to them in the great 
View of their divine Vocation and Miſſion, than 
his continu'd bodily Preſence among them could 
be. Nor can any Thing be more expreſs than 
a perſonal Diſtinction in that ſame Promiſe de- 
noted, between the Father, himſelf, and the ho- 
ly Spirit, who is the Comforter promis'd them, 
John 14. 16, 17. 26. where he tells them, he 
would pray the Father, and he ſhould give 
them another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth. 
And again, he ſpeaks of the ſame Comforter, 
under the Title of the Holy Ghoſt, to be ſent 
by the Father in his Name, who ſhould 
teach them all Things, and bring all Things 
to their Remembrance, whatſoever he had ſaid 
to them. Here 1s then the plain Senſe of three 
HE's, denoting three diſtinct Perſons, as the 
Father ſending, the Son, in whoſe Name, and 
upon, or in Anſwer of, whoſe Prayer, he ſends, 
and the holy Spirit ſent. So, at our Lord's 
appearing to them after his Reſurrection from 
the Dead, we find, Ch. 20. Ver. 21, 22. the 
like Diſtinction made, in the new Miſſion he 
then gave them to the ſolemn Embaſly he had 
appointed them, in anſwer to his own, now 
already dilcharg'd by him, with alſo a ſacred 
Signal 
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Signal relating to the Promiſe before made them: 
As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend 1 
you Who then breathing on them, ſaid, Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt, &c. which needs no 
farther Explication, with regard to the Diſtinc- 
tion intended, than what was before . on 
the Promiſe our Lord had made them. The 
more full Accompliſhment of which was at the 
following Pentecoſt, When the holy Spirit was 
ſo very remarkably ſent down on. them, in the 
miraculous and extraordinary Manner, as we find 
. | 
I have already, on the preſent Argument, re- 
mark'd the very ſignal Diſplay of a Trinity of di- 
vine Perſons in the God-head at the Baptiſm of 
our Saviour, which ſacred Ordinance of the Chriſ- 
tian Inſtitution was appointed by him as a viſi- 
ble Badge of his Diſciples, and was therefore 
given in Charge to his evangelic Miſfionaries to be 
adminiſtered to thoſe that, thro' the Power of the 
_ promiſed Spirit, accompanying their Miniſtry, as 
his Heralds to the ſeveral Nations of the World, 
proclaiming his mediatorial Authority, ſhould be 
made ſuch; which they were to perform in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Matt. 28. 18, 19. Which three 
divine Nominates being in the Adminiſtration ex- 
preſt, denote the Devotion of the Subject to each 
and every of them, under their reſpective Charact- 
ers of divine Relation. Theſe 'tis true, as has been 
ſufficiently evinc'd are one in Eſſence, or God- 
head, and ſo one in Authority, as a ſingle Name, 
[not the Plural, Names,] is mention'd with re- 
gard to them all. Yet are they as evidently three, 
and their being ſo in Denomination, muſt neceſla- 
rily argue a perſonal Diſtinction between them, that 
is to ſay, there is a Senſe in which the one is 
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not the other, elſe could there be no Senſe at all 
in their being thus nominally diſtinguiſhed one 
from another in the religious Uſe of this Goſpel 
Ordinance ; the Inſtitution of which, with ſuch 
expreſs Diſtinction of relative Characters in the 
Adminiſtration, we may certainly conclude was 
divinely appointed for our Inſtruction con- 
cerning a Diſtinction between thoſe to whom 
they reſpectively pertain. For were they all the 
fame in Perſon, as they are in Eſſence, how very 
_ confuſed muſt our Underſtandings be in form- 
ing a Conception, or conceiving a Reaſon of the 
nominal Diſtinction here made? and how much 
at a Loſs to conceive aright, how theſe mere No- 
minations are to be regarded in ſuch an inſignifi- 
cant Diſtinction (for ſuch would it then appear) 
as the Object of our Devotion? So that, not 
knowing what is meant, or perceiving nothing at 
all to be intended, by the ſeveral Characteriſticks 
of divine Relation, which the Terms Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit, import, we muſt neceſſa- 
rily remain in perpetual Ignorance, concerning 
the divine Deſignation of their Uſe, or whether 
there were any Thing at all deſigned by it; and 
conſequently could yield but a blind Devotion in 
taking on us ſuch an unknown Cognizance, under 
thoſe ſacred Terms of Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
And as by Chriſtian Baptiſm, in the Name of 
the moſt ſacred Trinity, we ſolemnly ſeal, ſign, 
and atteſt our Devotion to God, under thoſe 
ſeveral diſtinguiſhing Characters of divine Rela- 
tion, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according 
to the Chriſtian Inſtitution; fo in all the ſacred 
Preſcripts of that divine Religion, are we directed 
and inſtructed concerning the Exerciſe of ſuch our 
Devotion with regard to each divine Perſon as its 
i 12. 2 een. 
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Obj ect. Thus God, in the divine Perſon of the 
Father, is uſually repreſented as the more direct 


Object of our religious Addreſs. So in the doc- 
trinal Directory of Prayer our Saviour has given 
us, Matt. 6. 9. are we taught to call upon the 
Father. to whom, as the Father of our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, (in whom we are to conſider him as 

ours, ) the Apoſtle, Erb. 3. 14. ſpeaks of bow- 
ing his Knees; in which our devout Exerciſes we 
are to approach him thro' the Mediation of his 
Incarnate Son, as our Interceſſor and Advocate 
with him, by whom we come to God, Hes. 


25. 1 John 2. 2. and in whoſe Name all our reli- 


gious Services are to be addreſs'd to him; and thro' 


whom, and for whoſe ſake, the Communication 
of all divine Bleſſings is to be expected from 


him, John 14. 13. Heb. 13. 15. Epb. 1. g. 
and all this by the Aſſiſtance, and under the In- 
| fluence of the holy Spirit, Rom. 8. 147. 


compare with Epb. 2. 18. Which laſt Place is fo 
very clear and full, not only as to the alone pro- 


per Medium and Aſſiſtance of our devout Exer- 
diſes in the Methods of divine Religion, ſo eſ- 
ſentially needtul, to be duly regarded, in order 
to the acceptable Performance; but withal in View 


of the Argument we are now upon, reſpecting & 
perſonal Diſtinction between the divine Three, in 


whoſe Name we are baptiz'd, and to whom our 
Devotion is thereby declared, here fo very exprefly 


and ſignificantly denoted ;as the Father, to whom, 


thro' him, vz. the Son Jeſus Chriſt, diſcours'd 
of in the preceding Verſes, we both (il. believing 


Jews and Gentiles) by one Spirit (even the third 
divine Perſon in the Goil-head, the fame holy Spi- 
rit performing the ſame gracious Offices in the 


one as in the other; and the fame Mediator of 
e115. | Þ each 
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each bringing them nigh to the Father, to whom 
he has reconciled them) have Accceſs. 85 

The Anſwer to what precedes, in farther 
Eviction and Illuſtration of its divine Verity, 
are the Apoſtolic Salutary Benedictions, ſo cuſ- 
tomary in the ſacred Epiſtles of the New Teſ- 

tament; as, Grace, Mercy and Peace from God 
the Father, and our Lord Jeſus Chrift, in which 
the holy Spirit, wnoſe Efficiency is ſtill ſo devout- 
ly regarded, muſt neceſſarily be conſider'd as 
ſuppos'd; of whom alſo there is ſuch expreſs men- 
tion (myſtical as the Expreſſion is) in the Apoca- 
Iypric Introduction, Rev. 1. 4, 5. So likewiſe, the 
ſummary Privilege proper of a truly Chriſtian 
State, as a Fellowſhip with the Father, and with _ 
his Son Jeſus Chrift, 1 John 1. 3. and the Com- 
munion of the Holy. Ghoſt, together with the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of 
God, even the Father, 2 Cor. 13. 14. is no leſs 
OBE EL Io 
All which argumentative Inftances that have 
been cited and applied in the preſent Diſquifition, 


plainly denote ſuch a perſonal Diſtinction, in the 


Godhead, for Eviction and Confirmation of 
which they have been produced. „ 
Nothing now remains of Argument on the Sub- 
ject to be added from Scripture Teſtimony, but 
only that celebrious, elucidating Text, 1 John 5. 7. 
Th:re are Three that bear record in Heaven, the Fa- 
lber, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe Three 
are One, Where a Diſtinction of divine Perſons, 
in a Unity of divine Eſſence, is fo evidently. 

_ denoted, that in my Underſtanding, nothing can, 
or need at leaſt, be more plainly declared, for its 
Eviction. This ſeems to refer to the Teſtimony 
divively given at our Saviour's Baptiſm, before 
contidered ; which made ſuch a manifeſt Diſco- 
very 
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very of the ſacred Trinity. Here then are three 
expreſly mention'd by the Apoſtle, and that under 
three diſtinct Characteriſtics of divine Relation, and 
yet theſe three affirm'd to be one? Not, ſure in the 
ſame Senſe as they are ſaid to be Three, which 
wou'd be an expreſs Contradiction. The One 
muſt then næeſſarily intend a Unity of Eſſence, 
and the Three as neceſſarily a Trinity of Per- 
ſons in that Eſſence ſubſiſting, if any Thing in- 
telligible be here intended; the Word 2,, One, 
being of the Neuter Genter, importing one Thing, 
and the Numeral Three, with the Relative, theſe 
& vol & Teig, in the Maſculine, ſo that an Oneneis 

of Perſon can with no Propriety be underſtood 
to be deſign'd. This Record in Heaven of theſe 
three divine Perſons, is contradiſtinguiſh'd to 
that triple Witneſs noted in the following Verſe, 
of the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, ſaid 
to be born on Earth, of which Ver. 6. and to 
agree in One, even a concurrent Teſtimony given 
to Feſus Chrilt, as the promis'd Meſſias, but not to 
be Oze, as the Three bearing Record in Heaven, 
Who are one and the ſame in Eſſence as to God- 
head, tho' Three, diſtinct each from other as to 
Perſonality, If then the. divine Teſtimony of 
this divine THREE-ONE be receiv'd, a Tri- 
nity of divine Perſons, in a Unity of divine Et- 
ſence, muſt neceſſarily be allow'd ; of which 
the Proof in all that has been advanc'd on the 
Subject, does ſo evidently appear. 
Bans | TC > I have 


»The next great Myſtery to that of a Trinity of divine 
Perſons in the Unity of the divine Eſſence, is th: hypoſ- 
tatical Union of the two Natures, divine and human, in 
the Perſon of the Son, become incarnate, nan!'d therefore 
 EMANUEL, God with us. In which two Natures, thus 
at his Incarnation united, he remains one Perſcn tor _ 


L987] 

J have choſen to uſe the Term [PERSON] 

in this whole Argumentation, conformably to the 
catholic or general Uſe made of it in the Chriſ- 
tian Church, of ſuch early Date, and ſo long 
Continuance, from which I could never diſcern 
any valuable Reaſon to recede, not being able 
to conceive any Word more proper to be ſub- 
ſtituted in its ſtead; the divine Three being 
ſo expreſly denoted by perſonal Properties, even 
where their Unity, Gneneſs or Sameneſs of Ef- 
fence is fo plainly indicated. It mutt be grant- 
ed indeed; that God is ee 1 of, 


or 


The Deſign of which Union was the capacitating him to act 
23 a Mediator between God and Man. In which his Me- 
diatarial Capacity, he is conſider'd as the Head of his myſ- 
tca! Body, conſiſting of thoſe the Father gave him to be 
redeen'd and ſav'd by him, being his Church, thus ſtil'd, 
Eph. 1. 22. 23. The Band of which Union between him the n 
Head, and each other, as the ſeveral Members compoſing 
ſuch his Body myſtica al is the holy Spirit, of Which the 
Apoſtle ſo inftrutively diſcourſes, 1 Cor. 12. 4.—with which 
compare, Eph. 2. 16. Ch. 3. 6.—4. 4, 12. 16.—5. 23, 30. 
For theſe our Lord, in his ſolemn Addreſs to the Father, 
the Night before his Paſſon, recorded in John 17. prays 
that ſuch their predeſtinated Unition might in them all 
be complegted by their actually becoming ONE f, one 
TP bing}: in Anſwer to the Oneneſs of the Father and him- 
felf ; both whom mch their Union is confider'd, as 
poſſe. ny and prolefiing one and the ſame Fzith in the 
only true Gund. and Jeſus Chrift as ſent of him, in Order 
to their Eternal Life by him, Ver. 2. 3. And here obſerve, 
our Lord in praying, that they might thus become one, 
Men , 22, 23- ot, 8s thetewithal expreſt, made perfect 
in one (837. compleated one myliic Body) does not nor 
indeed cauld,.intend, that they might be one with the Father 
and himſelf, in the fame Manner of Union, as is that between 
the Father and himſelf, as one 1TH them, but that they 
might be one in them; as the Church is ſaid, 1 77%. 
I. 1. to be in God the Father, and in his Son Telus Chrift.; 
and fo he that abideth-in the 'Dodrine of Chrift have both 
the F ather and the von, 2 John Ver. 9. The One- 


del 


L 29. 1 

or ſpeaks of himſelf, in Scripture Language, 
after the Manner of Men, as adapted to hu- 
man Capacity ; and if thus the Characteriſtics 
of divine Relation in the Godhead, as Father, 
Son, and holy Spirit, be underſtood, yet is no Im- 
propriety in the Expreſſions to be 'allow'd. And 
whereas in perſonal Diſtinctions among Mankind, 
where the ſame human Nature is common to 
the whole Species, each Individual has his pro- 
per diſtinct Eflence or Being, there is this Diſ- 
ſimilitude with reſpect to the Godhead, where, 
tho' common to each divine Perſon therein ſub- 
fiſting, the Eſſence is one only, being undivid- 
ed and indiviſible, as are the divine Perfecki- 
ons thereto pertaining, the Fulneſs of which 
each divine Perſon poſſeſſes; whoſe Subſiſtence 
in that Eſſence is yet diſtinguiſhable by ſeveral _ 
perional Properties, as of the Father to beget, 


neſs then intended by our Lord, is between themſelves, 

or with each other, as one myſtic Body, in a Chriſt ian State, 

of which himſelf is the Head; with whom, indeed, being 

to him, as ſuch united, they may alſo, thus conlider'd, be 
ſaid to be ONE; and as they are ſpoken of as a divine 
Family, taking its Denomination [from the ſame divine Fa- 
ther, Eph. 2. 19. compar'd with Ch. 3. 15. an Onenefs 
with the Father, even as before confider'd with the Son, 
may thus be affirm'd of them; their Union to whom, 
thro' the Son's Mediation, by the Spirit's Inhabitation, is 
the Ground of that Communion with him, which is repre- 
ſented as the Privilege of a Chriſtian State, 1 John, I. 3. 
So is ſuch their Union or Oneneſs, which is the Matter of 
our Saviour's Petition on their Behalf, , the moſt aſſimilate, 
(next to that, as before obſerv'd, of the two Natures in his 
own Perſon) to that eſſential Union mention'd by our Lord 
between the Father and himſelf ; and fo indeed of the three 
divine Perſons in the divine Effence ſubſiſting, tho' infiaitely 

diſproportionate to it, as what no proper Similitude can ever 
be found fully to expreſs, and of which but a faint, tho” 
inſtructive, Reſemblance is made, as adapted to human Ca- 
pacity, by what has now been conſider' d. e 
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of the Son to be begotten, and of the holy 
Spirit to proceed from the Father and the Son, 
as in the ſacred Writings denoted. For tho“ 
the Greek Church diſſent from the Latin in 
manner of Expreſſion concerning the Proceſſion 
of the holy Spirit, which they would have to 
be a Patre per Filium, from the Father by the Son; 


the Latin (which is retain'd by the Weſtern 
_ Chriſtian Churches in general) rendering it @ 
Patre Filiogue, from the Father and Son, yet 
the Difference ſeems to be rather verbal than real, 
the one with the other granting him to be the Spi- 
Tit of the Son, as well as of the Father, and both a- 
. greeing as to his Perſonality and Conſubſtantiality. 


The divine Generation of the Son by the Fa- 


ther, and Proceſſion of the holy Spirit from the 
Father, and the Son, being an immanent eternal 


Act, as their eternal perſonal Exiſtence neceſſarily 


ſuppoſes, ſuch the divine Generation of the one, 


and Proceſſion of the other, appear to be of no 


leſs divine neceſſity than is the very Exiſtence of 
the God-head itſelf : that is to ſay, the neceſſary 


Exiſtence of the God-head being ſuppoſed, the ne- 
ceſſary Subſiſtance of the three divine Perſons in 


that God-head, is a Suppoſition equally valid; what 


is eternal, as to Eſſence and Perſonality, imply- 


„ Neceflity in the very Notion of it, as what 
could no otherwiſe be. For if a firſt divine Per- 
ſon be eternal as a Father, neceſſarily muſt he 
have an eternal Son, as the filial Correlate of 
that paternal Relation; and the Reaſon is the 
ſame as to the Eternity of the holy Spirit, as cor- 


relate to both. Which Generation and Proceſſion 
of thoſe divine Perſons, the Son and holy Spirit, 
in ſuch their divine Relation, is, it muſt be con- 
feſt, a myſtery too great, too deep, to be expli- 
cable to human Underſtandings, and, as I can't but 


apprehend, to any ereated intelligence n 


N 


I not preſum'd any Way to attempt its Explication, 
ortmade uſe of any of thoſe Similies, by which Di- 


vines have endeavoured rather to caſt ſome Light 
on it, the better to direct the Diſquiſition of the 


human Mind concerning it, than with any darin 
Confidence of explaining it ; tho' with what Succeſs 
| ſuch Endeavours pious as they appear, have been 
uſed, I here enquire not. But its being inexplica- 
ble does not at all reaſonably argue it of any Ab- 
ſurdity, or Inconſiſtency with the moſt proper and 
regular Notions of the Unity of the Godhead, 


which is here, withal, ſo well defended, and con- 


ſequently no Room is hereby left for the leaſt Ar- 


gument againſt its Poſſibility, any more than as 
to the myſterious eternal Exiſtence of the 


| God-head itſelf, which is ſo clearly manifeſt in all 
the divine Works. Yea, if we take a juſt Survey 


of even our own Beings, eſpecially as to our more 


noble intellectual Faculties, what a Myſtery, and 


how inexplicable to our own Underſtandings, 


ſhall we ourſelves be found! And poſſibly there 
may be ſuch a Myſtery contained in every of the 


divine Works, yea, even the minuteſt and moſt 
inconſiderable Atom that ever God created, as is 
completely or comprehenſibly intelligible to none 


but the divine Author. 


Tis Matter ſufficient for our Faith, that the 


Doctrine of the Trinity is divinly revealed, in 


which divine Revelation we ought ſubmiſſively 


to acquieſce, without indulging a vain Curioſity 
as to any farther. Enquiry. That there is a God, 


and that there are three diſtin Subſiſtances in the 


| Godhead, under the relative Characters of Father, 


to term them Perſons or not,) is clearly 
N | | | : evinced, 
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Title gt that God they worſhipped, whoſe Spirit iti 


Tim 1 


evinced, as has already been made appear, in 
each divine Teftament, the Old and the New, tho' 
more fully and conſpicuouſly fo in that under 
which we now are, Where the Reference is fo fle- 
quent and evident, as has likewife been ſhown, to 
the Teſtimony before divincly given under the for- 
mer, with a perfect Concurrence in both. 

And here may it not be impetinent to remark, 
that amidſt all the miſtaken Sentiments we find 
ſo generally to have obtain'd among the Jews in 
the Days of our Saviour, as to Matters of divine 


Religion, and eſpecially concerning the promis'd 


Meſſiab, then waited for, which rais'd in them 


fuch Prejudice againſt him on his aſſuming that ſa- 
cred prophetic Character, and calling himſelf the 


Son of God, it does not appear that ever they ob- 
jected the Unity of the God-head, to which they 


then ſtrictly held, in bar to their receiving him 


as ſuch, or that they had, in general, any oppoſite 


Notion of the true Meſſiah promiſed, to ſuch his 
Character of filial divine Relation, tho' they ac- 


cuſed him of Blaſphemy for claiming it to himſelf, 


andconſequently challenging an Equality with God; 
which they would not allow to be his Due, for that 
they eſteem'd him a mere Man, while making fo 


deſpicable a human Figure, in ſuch his human 


Condition, fo very contrary to their carnal Ex- 


pectation ; which had he anſwered, by appearing 
in ſuch majeſtic State as they looked for him, 
they ſeemed ready enough to acknowledge him 
what he declared himſelf to be. Nor does it at all 


appear, in his Diſcourfes to them concerning the 


holy Spirit, that they made any Odjection againſt 


him as a divine Perſon, | or aiſtinct Subſiſtance i in . 
the Godhead, and fo another, as to Perſonality, 


from the divighs Per fai of the Father, under the 
old, 


is ©, 
old, as well as new Teſtament, Writings, he is fo 
frequently ſtiled, and whom they could not be ig- 


norant, even from the very Prophetic Phraſe, with - 


Which they were ſo well acquainted, to have in- 
ſpited the holy Prophets in their facred Predictions. 
So that, however the Doctrine of the Trinity may 
then have been leſs underſtood, or regarded by 
them, than for ſome Time before it ſeems, by the 
Writings of their learned Rabbins, to have been; 
yet they appear not to have been altogether Stran- 
gers to it, orutterly principled againſt it; the ſa- 
cred Books of the old Teſtament, with which they 
were fo converſant, and for which they expreſt 
ſuch Zeal, making ſuch frequent and expreſs men- 
tion of the divine Perſons in the God-head, as 
before obſerved, that they muſt have been blinded to 
a vaſt Degree to have diſcerned-nothing of it ; tho? 
indeed as has likewiſe been noticed, the ſame by 
the Chriſtian Revelation is much more fully 
brought to Light, as alſo the Knowledge they then 
had of the only true God, was thereby greatly 
improved, and the right Manner of Worſhipping 
him, in correction of their groſs Miſtakes con- 
cerning it, more clearly laid open, in order to 
which, a regular Underſtanding of that divine N 


T2 Doctrine ſeems to be every Way neceſſary. 


Nor, without a juſt Senſe of ſuch a — Diſ⸗ 
tinction in the Godhead, together with.1ts Unity, 
am I able to conceive how we can make a 
rational conſiſtent Syſtem of the Chriſtian Inſti- 

tution, or indeed of divine Religion in general, 

relating to the State of Man as fallen, whether 
conſider'd under its Old or New Teſtament Form, 
which is ſtill eſſentially the fame, however va- 
ry'd as to Circumſtantials. With manifeſt Proofs, 
both of its Rationality and Conſiſtency, muſt it 
neceſſarily appear, to recommend it worthy of thoſe 
E | devout 


devout Re 4 it requires of Mankind, other- 
wiſe les; , eave Men in Darkneſs and Con- 
fuſion, and no leſs at Uncertainty what Uſe to 
make of it, in the Concerns of their everlaſt- | 
ing Happineſs, as the ultimate End therein pro- 
pos'd, than as if they had no Revelation at all 
divinely given them, as to the proper Method 
ject of their Adoration in general, For tho” it 
muſt be granted the mere Light of Reaſon, in the 
human Intellect, is fo far from being an infallible, 
or any Way a ſufficient Rule for the forming 
4 right Ade Ren of the diyine Doctrines in 
the Chriſtian Revelation contained, being ſo far 
above its Sphere; which are therefore to be received 
on the Credit of the divine Teſtimony concerning 
them, as accompanying the Exhibition thereof to us; 
nothing more being needful to gain a rational Af 
fent to them, how incongruous ſoever, to our Rea - 
fon they may otherwiſe appear: Yet muſt we make 
uſe of our Reaſon in examining the Proofs of their 
divine Authenticity, which when cleared up to our 
Underſtanding, our Aſſent, without any farther 
Enquiry as to their Rationality, is immediately de- 
manded, as unqueſtionably due, and their Rationa- 
lity how little foever by us diſcerned, to be cer- I 
_ tainly concluded ; for nothing properly or really 
irrational can; proceed from 555 God, who can (con- 
ſiſtent with his own divine Perfections, conformable 
to Which are all his Purpoſes and Procedures) 
never act, or direct to any Thing but what he ſees 
9 Reaſon for, of which indeed himſelf is the 
mof proper Judge, a Cato 8 
And as to the preſent Argument, the caſe. being ſo 
very clear reſpecting a Trinity in the God- head, as 
well as the Unity of the diyine Eſſence, aud we 
are ſo expreſiy inſtructed what ule; 0 make of each 


divine 


#7 
divine Perſon in the Marters 6f Religion or of what 


Devotion due to the divine Being; fhotild we bn. 


found the Perſons, of diftegard their' proper Dif 
tinctions, what End can we poſſibly corietive to have 
been divinely propoſed (which we may be ſure Was 
not to elude or perplex eur Underſtandings) in pre- 


ſenting us with ſuck Piſtinẽriens, under the feverar 


relative Characters before eonſidered? And how 
very irrational a Scheme muſt that of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, in the common Senſe of Mankind; 


with: ſuch manifeſt Tnconfiſteney; yea, expreſs 
Contradiction, appear, if what is ſo plainly ſet 


before us were not to be underſtogd and received 


| according to the manifeſt Import of ies Propoſitien? 


Strictly adhering to which, we may be ſure of 
Safety, and dangerous would he the Conſequenee 


of ſwerving from it: Which ſhould therefore, in 
every Article of divine Revelation, and eſpecially 
in fo important and eſſential a Point as is the pre-. 


ſent Subject, be heedfully guarded! againſt. ! - 
And of what vaſt Importance this great, this fun- 


9 


damental Artiele of the Chriſtian Revelation, and of 
reveal'd Religion in general, is in What has been 


_ deliver'd on the Argument, is eaſy to he diſcern d; 


which ought therefore with all poſſible Careful. 


neſs to be accordingly regarded, and faſtly held, 
that no erroneous Sentiment concerning it be im- 


bib'd ; for ſhould this be let go, or given up, I ſee” 


not what of proper Chriſtianity would remain, its 


very Foundation-Prop being thereby ſubvert- 
ed, and conſequently the whole' Superſtructure 
overthrown. For unleſs there be a Son of God; 
as a diſtinct divine Perſon from the Father, Who, 
by Way of Emphafis, is uſually ſti'd GOD, and 
that this Son of God be yet one in Eſſence with the | 


Father, even the ſame that became incarnate by 


E 2 the 
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the Aſſumption of human Nature, as the Goſpel 
teſtifies concerning him, what Notion can we have 
of him as a Mediator between God and us? and 
how very confus d muſt our Sentiments be of 
God the Father's electing us in Chriſt; our Re- 
demption to God by Chriſt,. Chriſt's Lmerdeffion. 
and Advocateſhip with the Father, as likewiſe the 
univerſal Authority, conferr'd an him by the Fa- 
ther, on our Behalf, of which the ſame Goſpel 
makes ſo ſhining. a Diſcovery? and what Uſe . 5 
we make of him in ſuch his Mediation for Accept- 
ance with the Father, in our devout Addreſſes 
to him, as there directed, or what Senſe could 
there be in ſuch evangelic Inſtructions given us, 
were he not another in Perſon from the Father? 
And fo likewiſe as to the holy Spirit, of whoſe 
diſtin Efficiency, regarding our eternal Felicity, 
arguing his diſtinct Perſonality, the evangelic 
Writings take ſuch We Notice, and make 
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promis'd to be given and ſent both by the Father 
and Son, and whom. we are directed accordin ly 
to aſk of the Father, in the Name of the Son, 105 
| | thoſe bleſſed and glorious Ends, Which are fo ex- 
= pPreſly regarded in the Promiſes divinely made 
he! ok him. What would there be intelligible in all 
8 this, were he not a diſtinct divine Perſon both 
65 
| 
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ſuch ſignal Remarks; as in our Regeneration, 

Sanctification, lnſtruction, Conſolation, and fi- 
x nally, in the Application of all divine Bleſſings, 
r reſulting from the Father's Election, and Son's Re- 
I th demption; and whoſe gracious Influences and Aids 
Ji 0 are every where repreſented as ſo. needful and ſer- 
144108 | viceable to us in the Concerns of the Chriſtian 
| N | Life, relating to our Salvation, for which he was 
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from Father and Son? or what could ſuch diſtindt 
Expreſſions concerning him ever be underſtood to 
mean ? yet, as kgs been — evinc'd, the 
Sod- 


—— — — = 
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Godhead, or divine Effence, is but one : the di- 
vine Generation, therefore, of the Son, and Pro- 
ceſſion of the holy Spirit, is to be underſtobd, not 
in reſpect of Eſſence, but as to Perſonality: 80 is 
the Father the Fountain of the Trinity, and' prior 
to the other divine Perſons in regard of Order, as 
firſt nam'd, from whom they take their Denomi- 
nation; yet is there no Priority or Poſteriority of 
the one to the other reſpecting Exiſtence, 'which 


had no Beginning as to either; and the divine Per- 


fections, inſeparable from the divide Eſſence, (yea, 
Which may not improperly be conſider'd as the 
divine Eſſence itſelf, in whieh there are no Acci- 
dents) common to them all, arguing an abſoſute 


E quality. Identity or Sameneſs, as to all eſſential 


Properties. with each other, however diſtinguiſh'd 
as to the Propriety of perſonal Relations. Which 
divine Effence or Godhead is the ſole proper Ob- 


Ject of all religions Worthip or Adoration, and the 


ſame to each divine Perſon, in that Eſſence ſubſiſt- 


ing, is due, and therefore to be paid, as under 
their diſtinct perſonal Characters of divine Rela- 
tion conſider'd, and with a particular Regard to 
their relative Concern; as by the Goſpel made 
known to us, in the glorious Affair of our Salva- 
tion, whence equal ery will ever defervedly riſe els 
to them all. 
Here then, upon the Whole, how ineſtirnable a 
Bleſſing does the Revelation of this glorious Miſ- 
tery appear to be, and how worthy to be regarded 
as lach, eſpecially as now enjoy'd, under fo clear 
and full a Diſcovery thereof made by the Incarnate 
Son, thus become, and thus . a Light into, 
as the Light of the World: having, withal, fulfill'd _ 
the eternal Purpoſe of the Father's Good-pleaſare 
in the great Work of Men's Redemption; of 
Which the promis'd Spirit, accordingly ſent down, 


4 


has radiated the Chriſtian ny. wah ſo illuſtrious a 


akat 


to 15 Men, even to all that, under the 4 5 
cious Operations of the promis d Spirit of Grace, 
penitentially make the fame their Truſt, thro' the 
Redemption the incarnate Son has wrought and 
obtain' d, in the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, to their 
eternal Life of Bliſs ;, the grand Obſtruction, with 
regard to divine Juſtice, being, thro' the Merit of 
his atoning Sacrifice, effectually, and for ever 
remov'd, and Grace and Juſtice appear moſt di- 
vinely harmonious in bleſſing them with all ſpi- 
ron: Blefling, in heavenly Places (where the Ful- 
neſs thereof will be inherited) in that moſt beloved 
ONE under the moſt agreeable Title of Paternal | 
Relation to whom, even as the Father, ſtil'd alſo, 
the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he ſo frequent; 
ly, moſt affectionately i in the Goſpel of his Grace, 
recommends himſelf to us; and * the ſame 
moſt dear, and endearing. Character of divine 
' Relation, acknowledged to his adopted Children, 
is he by that Son of his Love, the only-hegotten, 
anfwerably. repreſented; Jobn 20. 11. The Seal of 
which their Adoption, as was that of the Re- 
deemer's on Sonſhip, become incarnate, is the 
holy Spirit given them, Gal. 4. 4. 7, compar'd 
With Ram. 8, 15-17. in which the Tri- une Grace of 
the Tri- une God does moſt eminently appear. 
1 Fhis great adorable Myſtery of a Trinity of 
| | divine Parſons, in * ny of Aries Eſſence, mo 
| 1 Oy 


| 
l 1 I pet. 5: to. Johs 114. cor. 8. 9. Zech. 12. 10. 
Eph. 2. 4.—8. Col. 1. 27. | 
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cially as the evangelie Revelation thereof, Anya 
With ſuch illuſtrious Teſtimonies of divine Grace, 
regards the Salvation of Mankind, a future celeſtial 


World will more fully diſplay, the eternal Buſi- 


neſs of which, now alfo our moſt worthy imploy, 
will be the Adoration of the divine THREE- Pony 
| or TRI-UNE GOD. rag 


On the Unity of Eſſence, and Trinity of Perſons 5 
in the COTE or the Tri- une God. | 


.A Sacred H Y M N. 


"A M thy ETERNAL, * his ons.” 
I Unchang'd, ſtill in himſelf the fame; 
His EVER Was and WILL REMAIN, | 
Does one e NO explain. 5 
Thus, ere Creation had begun - | 
Its deſtin'd Courſe for Time to run, 
Or Worlds had made his BEING known, 
Complete in Bliſs he dwelt alone. 
. 
Whole Nature 8 admicekle Frame, 
Its wondrous Author does 1 3 5 5 
Its various Parts conjointly ſhew | 
What Honour to the N apc 8 due. 
Pu rſuant to the high Decree, 
His Voice Almighty bad them be, 


So the fair Univerſe was rear'd, 


And evry beauteous F ORM appear'd | FE: 
V. go 

Ons GOD, whoſe Image each does bear, | 

They univocally declare; 
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Ho be n hp bet My ths Word, 
1s own'd their "WI ct 


But . what thoſe Works divine conceal, 11 
The Goſpe Record e reveal, 


5 Preſents 85 God-head clear to View, 


And proves th” Evangel Witneſs true. — E 
VII. 


Patornal Glory, there dif; lay'd, 
And Filial Brightneſs, is Nerd; 


Whence Spiral Rays effulgent ſhine, 

And thus the Splendors 70 combine. 
VIII. 

A Myſtic Union here we fee, 


In Eſſence OE, of Perſons, THREE, 
The FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST, 


Ador'd by. # all the heav'nly Hoſt. 
IX. 


In like Devotion we confefs | 


That great TRI-UNE, and Praiſe addreſs, 1 
While in EMANUEL, Birth of Light, 
The illuſtrious Myſt'ry fills our Sight. | 

X. | 


When he, i in human Nature ſhown, 
Did Juſtice for our Sins atone, 


The Graces of the ſacred TRINE, 
Vaited in the bleſt Bee, 5 
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